
Proverbs on

Child-rearing

Listen, my son, to your father's instruction and do not forsake your mother's teaching.  
They will be a garland to grace your head and a chain to adorn your neck. 1:8-9
My son, if sinners entice you, do not give in to them.  My son, do not go along with them, 
do not set foot on their paths. 1:10, 15 My son, if you accept my words and store up my 
commands within you, then you will understand the fear of the LORD and find the 
knowledge of God. 2:1,5 My son, do not forget my teaching, but keep my commands in 
your heart. 3:1 My son, do not despise the LORD's discipline and do not resent his 
rebuke, because the LORD disciplines those he loves, as a father the son he delights in. 
3:11-12 My son, preserve sound judgment and discernment, do not let them out of your 
sight 3:21 Listen, my sons, to a father's instruction; pay attention and gain understanding 
4:1 When I was a boy in my father's house, still tender, and an only child of my mother, 
he taught me and said, " Lay old of my words with all your heart; keep my commands 
and you will live." 4:3-4 Listen, my son, accept what I say, and the years of your life will 
be many. 4:10 My son, pay attention to what I say; listen closely to my words. 4:20 My 
son, pay attention to my wisdom, listen well to my words of insight 5:1 My son, if you 
have put up security for your neighbor, if you have struck hands in pledge for another, 
then do this, my son, to free yourself, since you have fallen into your neighbor's hands:  
Go and humble yourself; press your pleas with your neighbor! 6:1, 3 My son, keep your 
father's commands and do not forsake your mother's teaching. 6:20 My son, keep my 
words and store up my commands within you.  7:1 Now then, my sons, listen to me; pay 
attention to what I say. 7:24 Now then, my sons, listen to me; blessed are those who keep 
my ways. 8:32 A wise son brings joy to his father, but a foolish son grief to his mother. 
10:1 He who brings trouble on his family will inherit only wind, and the fool will be 
servant to the wise 11:29 A wise son heeds his father's instruction, but a mocker does not 
listen to rebuke. 13:1 He who spares the rod hates his son, but he who loves him is 
careful to discipline him. 13:24 He who fears the LORD has a secure fortress, and for his 
children it will be a refuge. 14:26 A fool spurns his father's discipline, but whoever heeds 
correction shows prudence.  15:5 A wise son brings joy to his father, but a foolish man 
despises his mother. 15:20 A wise servant will rule over a disgraceful son, and will share 
the inheritance as one of the brothers. 17:2 Children's children are a crown to the aged, 
and parents are the pride of their children. 17:6 To have a fool for a son brings grief; there 
is no joy for the father of a fool. 17:21 A foolish son brings grief to his father and 
bitterness to the one who bore him. 17:25
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A foolish son is his father's ruin 19:13 Discipline your son, for in that there is hope; do 
not be a willing party to his death. 19:18 He who robs his father and drives out his mother 
is a son who brings shame and disgrace. 19:26 Stop listening to instruction, my son, and 
you will stray from the words of knowledge. 19:27  The righteous man leads a blameless 
life; blessed are his children after him. 20:7 Even a child is known by his actions, by 
whether his conduct is pure and right. 20:11 If a man curses his father or mother, his lamp 
will be snuffed out in pitch darkness 20:20 Train a child in the way he should go, and 
when he is old he will not turn from it. 22:6 Folly is bound up in the heart of a child, but 
the rod of discipline will drive it far from him. 22:15 Do not withhold discipline from a 
child; if you punish him with the rod, he will not die.  Punish him with the rod and save 
his soul from death. 23:13-14 My son, if your heart is wise, then my heart will be glad; 
my inmost being will rejoice when your lips speak what is right. 23:15-16 Listen, my son, 
and be wise, and keep your heart on the right path. 23:19 Listen to your father, who gave 
you life, and do not despise your mother when she is old. 23:22 The father of a righteous 
man has great joy; he who has a wise son delights in him.  May your father and mother be 
glad; may she who gave you birth rejoice! 23:24-25 My son, give me your heart and let 
your eyes keep to my ways. 23:26 Eat honey, my son, for it is good; honey from the 
comb is sweet to your taste.  Know also that wisdom is sweet to your soul; if you find it, 
there is a future hope for you, and your hope will not be cut off. 24:13-14 Fear the LORD 
and the king, my son, and do not join with the rebellious. 24:21 Be wise, my son, and 
bring joy to my heart;  then I can answer anyone who treats me with contempt.  27:11 He 
who keeps the law is a discerning son, but a companion of gluttons disgraces his father. 
28:7 A man who loves wisdom brings joy to his father 29:3 The rod of correction imparts 
wisdom, but a child left to himself disgraces his mother. 29:15 Discipline your son, and 
he will give you peace; he will bring delight to your soul.  29:17 There are those who 
curse their fathers and do not bless their mothers 30:11 The eye that mocks a father that 
scorns obedience to a mother, will be pecked out by the ravens of the valley, will be eaten 
by the vultures. 30:17 O my son, O son of my womb, O son of my vows, do not spend 
your strength on women, your vigor on those who ruin kings. 31:2-3 Her children arise 
and call her blessed. 31:28
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