
Proverbs on

Words
Put away perversity from your mouth; keep corrupt talk 

far from your lips 4:24  There are six things the LORD 
hates, seven that are detestable to him: a false witness who pours out lies 

6:16,19  A chattering fool comes to ruin 10:10  The mouth of the righteous is a fountain 
of life, but violence overwhelms the mouth of the wicked. 10:11  Wisdom is found on the 
lips of the discerning 10:13  The mouth of a fool invites ruin 10:14  He who conceals his 
hatred has lying lips, and whoever spreads slander is a fool. 10:18  When words are 
many, sin is not absent, but he who holds his tongue is wise 10:19  The tongue of the 
righteous is choice silver 10:20  The lips of the righteous nourish many 10:21  The mouth 
of the righteous brings forth wisdom, but a perverse tongue will be cut out 10:31  The lips 
of the righteous know what is fitting but the mouth of the wicked only what is perverse. 
10:32  With his mouth the godless destroys his neighbor 11:9  Through the blessing of the 
upright a city is exalted, but by the mouth of the wicked it is destroyed 11:11  A man who 
lacks judgment derides his neighbor, but a man of understanding holds his tongue 11:12  
A gossip betrays a confidence, but a trustworthy man keeps a secret 11:13  The words of 
the wicked lie in wait for blood, but the speech of the upright rescues them. 12:6  An evil 
man is trapped by his sinful talk 12:13  From the fruit of his lips a man is filled with good 
things 12:14  A truthful witness gives hones testimony, but a false witness tells lies 12:17  
Reckless words pierce like a sword, but the tongue of the wise brings healing. 12:18  
Truthful lips endure forever, but a lying tongue lasts only a moment 12:19  The LORD 
detests lying lips, but he delights in men who are truthful. 12:22  A prudent man keeps his 
knowledge to himself, but the heart of fools blurts out folly 12:23  An anxious heart 
weighs a man down, but a kind word cheers him up. 12:25  From the fruit of his lips a 
man enjoys good things 13:2  He who guards his lips guards his life, but he who speaks 
rashly will come to ruin. 13:3  A fools talk brings a rod to his back, but the lips of the 
wise protect them. 14:3  A truthful witness does not deceive, but a false witness pours out 
lies. 14:5  Stay away from a foolish man, for you will not find knowledge on his lips.  
14:7  Mere talk leads only to poverty 14:23  A truthful witness saves lives, but a false 
witness is deceitful. 14:25  A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up 
anger. 15:1  The tongue of the wise commends knowledge, but the mouth of the fool 
gushes folly. 15:2  The tongue that brings healing is a tree of life, but a deceitful tongue 
crushes the spirit. 15:4  The lips of the wise spread knowledge 15:7  The mouth of a fool 
feeds on folly 15:14  A man finds joy in giving an apt reply - and how good is a timely 
word! 15:23  The mouth of the wicked gushes evil. 15:28  From the LORD comes the 
reply of the tongue 16:1  The lips of a king speak as an oracle, and his mouth should not 
betray justice. 16:10  Kings take pleasure in honest lips; they value a man who speaks the 
truth. 16:13  Pleasant words promote instruction. 16:21  A wise man's heart guides his 
mouth, and his lips promote instruction. 16:23  Pleasant words are a honeycomb, sweet to 
the soul and healing to the bones. 16:24  A scoundrel plots evil, and his speech is like a 
scorching fire. 16:27  A perverse man stirs up dissension, and a gossip separates close 
friends 16:28  A wicked man listens to evil lips; a liar pays attention to a malicious 
tongue. 17:4  Arrogant lips are unsuited to a fool - how much worse lying lips to a ruler! 
17:7  He who covers over an offense promotes love, but whoever repeats the matter 
separates close friends. 17:9  He whose tongue is deceitful falls into trouble. 17:20  A 
man of knowledge uses words with restraint 17:27  Even a fool is thought to be wise if he 
keeps silent, and discerning if he holds his tongue. 17:28
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Proverbs on Words  continued
A fool finds no pleasure in understanding, but delights in airing his own opinions. 18:2  
The words of a man's mouth are deep waters, but the fountain of wisdom is a bubbling 
brook. 18:4  A fools lips bring him strife, and his mouth invites a beating. 18:6  A fool's 
mouth is his undoing, and his lips are a snare to his soul 18:7  The words of a gossip are 
like choice morsels; they go down to a man's inmost parts. 18:8  He who answers before 
listening - that is his folly and his shame. 18:13  From the fruit of his mouth a man's 
stomach is filled; with the harvest from his lips he is satisfied. 18:20  The tongue has the 
power of life and death, and those who love it will eat its fruit 18:21  Better a poor man 
whose walk is blameless than a fool whose lips are perverse 19:1  A false witness will not 
go unpunished and he who pours out lies will not go free 19:5  A false witness will not go 
unpunished, and he who pours out lies will perish 19:9  Better to be poor than a liar 19:22  
A corrupt witness mocks at justice, and the mouth of the wicked gulps down evil. 19:28  
Gold there is and rubies in abundance, but lips that speak knowledge are a rare jewel. 
20:15  A gossip betrays a confidence; so avoid a man who talks too much. 20:19  A 
fortune made by a lying tongue is a fleeting vapor and a deadly snare 21:6  He who 
guards his mouth and his tongue keeps himself from calamity. 21:23  A false witness will 
perish, and whoever listens to him will be destroyed forever 21:28  He who loves a pure 
heart and whose speech is gracious will have the king for his friend. 22:11  The mouth of 
an adulteress is a deep pit; he who is under the LORD's wrath will fall into it.  22:14  Pay 
attention and listen to the sayings of the wise; apply your heart to what I teach, for it is 
pleasing when you keep them in your heart and have all of them ready on your lips. 
22:17-18  My inmost being will rejoice when your lips speak what is right.  23:16  Do not 
envy wicked men, do not desire their company; for their hearts plot violence, and their 
lips talk about making trouble. 24:1-2  Wisdom is too high for a fool; in the assembly at 
the gate he has nothing to say. 24:7  An honest answer is like a kiss on the lips 24:26  Do 
not testify against your neighbor without cause, or use your lips to deceive. 24:28  If you 
argue your case with a neighbor, do not betray another man's confidence, or he who hears 
it may shame you and you will never lose your bad reputation. 25:9-10  A word aptly 
spoken is like apples of gold in settings of silver. 25:11  Like clouds and wind without 
rain is a man who boasts of gifts he does not give. 25:14  A gentle tongue can break a 
bone. 25:15  As a north wind brings rain, so a sly tongue brings angry looks 25:23  Like a 
lame man's legs that hang limp is a proverb in the mouth of a fool. 26:7  Like a thornbush 
in a drunkard's hand is a proverb in the mouth of a fool 26:9  Like a madman shooting 
firebrands or deadly arrows is a man who deceives his neighbor and says, "I was only 
joking!" 26:18-19  Without wood a fire goes out; without gossip a quarrel dies down. 
26:20  The words of a gossip are like choice morsels; they go down to a man's inmost 
parts. 26:22  Like a coating of glaze over earthenware are fervent lips with an evil heart. 
26:23  A malicious man disguises himself with his lips, but in his heart he harbors deceit.  
Though his speech is charming, do not believe him, for seven abominations fill his heart.  
His malice may be concealed by deception, but his wickedness will be exposed in the 
assembly. 26:24-26  A lying tongue hates those it hurts, and a flattering mouth works ruin. 
26:28  Do not boast about tomorrow, for you do not know what a day may bring forth. 
27:1  Let another praise you, and not your own mouth; someone else, and not your own 
lips. 27:2  If a man loudly blesses his neighbor early in the morning, it will be taken as a 
curse. 27:14  Whoever flatters his neighbor is spreading a net for his feet 29:5  Every 
word of God is flawless; he is a shield to those who take refuge in him.  Do not add to his 
words, or he will rebuke you and prove you a liar. 30:5-6  Keep falsehood and lies far 
from me 30:8  Do not slander a servant to his master, or he will curse you, and you will 
pay for it. 30:10  There are those who curse their fathers and do not bless their mothers; 
30:11  Clap your hand over your mouth! 30:32
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